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Monday 3-15-21 
8:00am Alice Barry 

rq by Cindy & George 

Tuesday 3-16-21 
8:00am  Patricia Brennan 

rq by Loving Husband 

Wednesday 3-17-21
8:00am Alice Barry  

rq by Kate & Girls 

Thursday 3-18-21  
8:00am Purgatorial Society of St. Ann 

Friday 3-19-21 
8:00am In Thanksgiving to St. Joseph 

rq by Margaret Keelen 

Saturday 3-20-21 
5:00pm Michael Suckow  

rq by Loving Family 

Sunday 3-21-21 

10:30am    Louise Nardi 
rq by Alfred Nardi 

6:00pm   Antanette Cerami 
rq by Larry & Marion Adamski 
Patricia Brennan 
rq by Theresa Kelly & Family  

THE SANCTUARY LAMP 
The Sanctuary Lamp is available for special 
intentions.  The Lamp burns weekly for deceased 
members of a family or requests for a special 
intention.  The donation is $20.  Please call the 
Rectory for further information.. This week’s 
Sanctuary Lamp burns for      

Patricia Brennan 
rq by Loving Husband and Family 

PARISH LIFE
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Masses Mon - Fri 8A, Sat 5P, Sun 9A. 
Office Hours Mon - Fri 9A - 1P. 
Church Hours Mon - Fri 8:30A - 12P. 
Confessions Sat 1P - 2P inside the church 
sacristy.   
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF MARCH 14, 2021
SUN 3/14 2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23/Ps 137:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6 [6ab]/Eph 2:4-10/Jn 

3:14-21 or 1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4m 5, 6 [1]/
Eph 5:8-14/Jn 9:1-41 or 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38 

MON 3/15 Is 65:17-21/Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-12a and 13b [2a]/Jn 4:43-54

TUE 3/16 Ez 47:1-9, 12/Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9 [8]/Jn 5:1-16

WED 3/17 Is 49:8-15/Ps 145:8-9, 13cd-14, 17-18 [8a]/Jn 5:17-30

THR 3/18 Ex 32:7-14/Ps 106:19-20, 21-22, 23 [4a]/Jn 5:31-47

FRI 3/19 2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27, 29 [37]/Rom 4:13, 16-
18, 22/Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a or Lk 2:41-51a

SAT 3/20 Jer 11:18-20/Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-10, 11-12 [2a]/Jn 7:40-53

SUN 3/21 Jer 31:31-34/Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 14-15 [12a]/Heb 5:7-9/Jn 12:20-33 
or Ez 37:12-14/Rom 8:8-11/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 [7]/Jn 11:1-
45 or 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45
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LIVE THE LITURGY  
Inspiration for the week 

God’s messengers always seem to get mocked. They speak a truth that some 
folks do not want to hear. While on the one hand we admire them, we also are 
quite happy keeping them at a distance. After all, they are not referring to me 
but someone else, aren’t they? We often wrongly conclude that because we 
may be more avant-garde, contemporary, politically sensitive, and untraditional, 
we are somehow more in the light than others. People tend to prefer darkness 
more than light, even the most spiritually sensitive among us. The light always 
carries with it the richness of God’s mercy and compassion which see beyond 
ideologies and concepts to relationships that cultivate life, earthly and eternal. 
Every hand of compassion and mercy extended to a human being must always 
point back to God. The call always involves ordering our lives in accord with 
our truth and essence of being. As God never forgets us, we must never forget 
God. Now is the time to take stock of our infidelity and return to the light, even 
though it is difficult to look at.

“We need to find 
God and He 

cannot be found in 
noise and restlessness. 
God is a friend of     

silence.”

©LPi

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF MARCH 14, 2021 

Sunday:  4th Sunday of Lent; Daylight Saving Time begins

Wednesday: St. Patrick, Bishop; St. Patrick’s Day

Thursday: St. Cyril of Jerusalem, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 

Friday:  St. Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Sunday:  5th Sunday of Lent

©LPi

– ST. TERESA OF CALCUTTA

WEEKLY PRAYER
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FIRST READING 
Their enemies burnt the house of God,

  tore down the walls of Jerusalem,
  set all its palaces afire,

  and destroyed all its precious objects.  
(2 Chr 36:19)

PSALM
Let my tongue be silenced, if I ever forget you!  

(Ps 137)

SECOND READING
For we are his handiwork, created in Christ Jesus 

    for the good works 
  that God has prepared in advance, 

  that we should live in them. (Eph 2:10)

GOSPEL
For God so loved the world that he gave  

his only Son, 
 so that everyone who believes in him  

might not perish 
 but might have eternal life. (Jn 3:16)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 
1998, 1970 CCD.  The English translation of Psalm 
Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 
1997, International Commission on English in the 

Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

GOSPEL MEDITATION   
Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture
Is there something to Lent that goes beyond our own spiritual house cleaning and spiritual 
refinement? Yes, there is! It has to do with listening and learning so that we can take up the 
task of the Gospel with greater clarity and fortitude. While the spiritual refocusing of Lent is 
necessary, the fruit of this Lenten conversion has much more to do with learning how we can be 
a better Church than it does about our eternal salvation. Salvation is a gift that flows out of God’s 
unconditional Mercy and cannot be merited. The spiritual maturity we can experience as a result 
of our Lenten disciplines serves to reduce the anxiety and apprehension we may experience as 
messengers of good, but very challenging, and unsettling, news.

St. Oscar Romero said that, “a church that doesn’t provoke any crises, a gospel that doesn’t 
unsettle, a word of God that doesn’t get under anyone’s skin, a word of God that doesn’t touch 
the real sin of the society in which it is being proclaimed, what gospel is that?” When we listen 
to those descriptive and provocative words, do they resonate with anything in our experience? 
As messengers of the Gospel, we are called to bring an unsettling message to the world. If our 
main concern is protecting our self-interests, then we are missing something huge! Many really 
struggle with being rejected, dismissed, or perceived as someone who is speaking out of turn. 
There is a counter cultural message that must be preached that clearly sides with the poor, 
marginalized, victimized, oppressed, neglected, disregarded, and lost souls throughout the 
world. There is a widespread misery among the peoples that is all too often allowed to fester 
with no one coming forward to offer a change or resolution.

The Church can speak to the needed structural changes that will allow people to earn just wages, 
feed their families and share abundantly and equally in the gifts of God’s good earth. Such a 
vision is not some optimistic fairy tale, but the vision of the Creator himself. Lent reminds us, as 
St. Oscar Romero also states, that, “we are workers, not master builder, ministers, not messiahs. 
We are prophets of a future not our own.” We are not called to labor simply for the benefit of 
the here and now but of the “what is to come.” Our myopic vision can be replaced by a more far 
reaching Lenten vision that is much greater and deeper in scope. As long as we are carrying the 
right blueprints with us and our thoughts extend beyond ourselves, then even the little things we 
do and the simplest prayer we utter go a long way. They give witness to our preference for the 
light of Christ and not the darkness of error and sin.
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WORSHIP & MEDITATION



WHY DO WE DO THAT? 
Catholic Life Explained: 

Question:
Why do priests wear a Roman collar? 

Answer:
The practice of priests wearing the 
Roman collar developed in the mid-
nineteenth century as an alternative 
to wearing the cassock which in some 
places was seen as impractical or which 
was even outlawed by anti-Catholic 
legislation. Since its introduction, it has 
taken different forms, and if you visit 
different countries today, you will see 
variation in what priests wear. 
The Code of Canon Law simply observes 
that priests wear “suitable ecclesiastical 
garb” according to the judgments of 
the national bishops conferences and 
local custom (no. 284). The US Bishops 
have instructed that outside of liturgical 
functions, a “black suit and Roman 
collar are the usual formal attire for 
priests. The use of the cassock is at the 
discretion of the cleric.” Priests who 
are members of religious communities 
are to follow the rules of their institute 
regarding the habit or other approved 
clothing. 
In the end, whether a priest wears the 
Roman collar, a religious habit, or, as is 
the case in many European countries, 
a suit and tie (to distinguish them from 
Protestant clergy who wear a collar) the 
goal of their clerical clothing is to serve 
as a sign of their commitment to guide 
and to serve, and to also allow them to 
be truly public figures because they are 
ordained for the service of all. 
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PLEASE CONSIDER ONLINE GIVING
Our parish is grateful for your continued support. Thank you!

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP 
Recognize God In Your Ordinary Moments
Awake, O Sleeper!

This morning came a little earlier than I would have liked — Daylight Savings Time always does. 
Sometimes that morning sunlight seems more intrusive than illuminating. You’re still half-lost 
in sleep, and that sun is demanding of you a lot more than you’re ready to give. 

I’ve said it, and I’m sure you’ve said it, too. “Just five more minutes.” You hit the “snooze” button 
on your iPhone once (maybe twice? Show of hands?) and turn away from the window.  

So many kings of the Old Testament were steadfast in their sleepy ways, rejecting the light 
their God tried to share with them. Likewise, John tells us that, though Light — Christ — was 
sent into the world, the world preferred darkness. 

Sometimes it seems, when reading through Scripture, that all throughout salvation history, 
God has been trying to pull back the curtains, to rouse us from our defiant slumber. And we 
resist Him. Time and time again, we resist Him.

Light brings a certain responsibility with it. It seems to compel productivity. Furthermore, 
there’s no hiding in the light. Any photographer worth his salt knows how to manipulate it, 
highlighting the good and casting some merciful shade on the bad. 

As we enter into the fourth week of Lent, we’re getting so close to the main event. Can we 
handle the light that will come on Easter morning, bursting into the tomb as the stone is rolled 
away? Can we keep ourselves from hitting the “snooze” button on our souls, and sit up to face 
the dawn of a new day?

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

LITURGICAL LIFE

RESPONDINGCallto the



SUPPORT OUR  
LOCAL ADVERTISERS
Our advertisers need your help 
during these difficult times!

Please show your support for 
your parish by also supporting our 
advertisers. We wouldn’t be able to 
bring you our bulletin every week 
without them, and right now they 
need your help more than ever. Please 
encourage and remind others to show 
their support and shop local during 
these hard times!
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QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK 
Invite Parishioners to Reflect and Respond to Scripture

First Reading
The author of 2 Chronicles reflects on how historically God’s fidelity and mercy was 
often met with Israel’s disobedience and arrogance. How does the Lenten journey 
provoke an examination of conscience for you and your faith life? 

Second Reading
Paul speaks of our faith and our salvation as “the gift of God” to us. In what ways do 
you show appreciation for God’s grace? 

Gospel Reading
Jesus taught Nicodemus that God sent His only Son into the world to offer eternal 
life to believers. Who in your life needs to hear this message?

“For everyone who does 

wicked things hates the light 

and does not come toward 

the light, so that his works 

might not be exposed. But 

whoever lives the truth 

comes to the light, so that 

his works may be clearly 

seen as done in God.” 

– Jn 3:20-21
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass  

©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD

LITURGICAL LIFE
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LITURGICAL LIFE
And this is the 

verdict, that the 

light came into the 

world, but people 

preferred darkness 

to light, because 

their works were 

evil. For everyone 

who does wicked 

things hates the 

light and does not 

come toward the 

light, so that his 

works might not 

be exposed. 

- Jn 3:19-20

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 
1998, 1970 CCD.
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SHAMROCK STAGE COACH
For Your Busing Needs     Drivers Needed. Will Train.

347 Main St., Keansburg
    CHARLIE HOCKEY - President 732-787-1113

  (Owner-inactive)

DAVID J. FOLEY
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW
274 Main Street, Keansburg

(732) 495-6500     Fax: (732) 495-3300

Newly Renovated
Jacqueline M. Ryan
Home For Funerals

Family Owned and Operated Since 1947

Manager: Alicia Kedz Sarin • NJ Lic. # 4062 • Fax: 732-495-7373
732-787-1177

233 Carr Avenue, Keansburg

Now  a third generation to serve the community with the
compassion and care that has become the 

Ryan Family Hallmark.
Specializing in:

Personal Attention • Pre-Arrangements • Payment Plans

Grand Opening
Keansburg Family Dental

Senior Citizen Discounts
Visit our new Modern Office Digital X-Rays

Up to 90% less radiation
Most Insurances Accepted Office Hours By Appointment

Tel (732) 945-8283 365 Carr Ave. Keansburg, NJ 07734

In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service
• French Drains • Foundation Repair

• Mold Remediation
All Work Guaranteed

877-401-4777
morganbasementwaterproofing.com

Morgan
basement waterproofing

Michael Pavone, Owner/Manager www.shorepointfh.com
NJ License #4556

3269 Route 35 North • Hazlet 732-203-9200

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED • 4 GENERATIONS OF EXPERIENCE

PREARRANGEMENT & PREPAYMENT PLANS AVAILABLE

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

6LJQ�XS�KHUH�
https://www.jspaluch.com/BulletinSubscribe.aspx

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

DO YOU HAVE SALES EXPERIENCE? ARE YOU WELL
NETWORKED IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY?

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY
NATIONAL PUBLISHER OF CHURCH BULLETINS

• Full Time Positions Available with Excellent Earning Potential!

• Medical Benefits, 401K, Life & AD&D Insurance Available

• Excellent Commission Compensation Program

Interested? Call Kay Leane 1.800.621.5197 x2823
or Email Resume to RECRUITING@JSPALUCH.COM

www.jspaluch.com

EARN MONEY!
DO GOOD! MAKE A

POSITIVE IMPACT!
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www.jspaluch.com

Grow Your Business,
Advertise Here.

Support Your Church & Bulletin.

Free professional ad design & my help!
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'ROW�IN�YOUR�FAITH�
FIND�A�-ASS��AND

CONNECT�WITH�YOUR
#ATHOLIC�#OMMUNITY

WITH�/NE0ARISH�

Download Our Free App or Visit
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If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
�Ambulance
�Police  �Fire
�Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

'EXLSPMG�'VYMWIW�ERH�8SYVW�ERH�8LI�%TSWXPIWLMT
SJ�XLI�7IE�SJ�XLI�9RMXIH�7XEXIW�SJ�%QIVMGE
;ake `our -AITH ON A 16<95,@�
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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